


Welcome to St Pius X
Preparatory School

This prospectus will give you an insight into our very special 

place of learning where the happiness of every single child is 

paramount. The children are proud to be St Pius pupils and 

they have a lot of fun during their time here. 

St Pius is a caring school with a family ethos that supports 

and guides pupils through the foundation years of their 

education. Catholic values, Christian beliefs, respect for all 

faiths, good manners and diligence are all very important to 

the school. Pupils are encouraged to work hard and maintain 

high standards of behaviour and appearance as well as 

showing due deference to adults.

We are a thriving, friendly establishment with a long-

standing reputation for high standards and excellent success 

rates in entrance examinations to grammar schools and 

independent senior schools.  We believe success is a shared 

venture, achieved jointly by our children, their parents and 

our superb teaching and support team.

I hope this prospectus gives you a flavour of our daily life at 

St Pius but it's essential to visit and see this wonderful place, 

and experience the atmosphere for yourselves We look 

forward to welcoming you in person. Thank you for the 

interest you have shown in our school.

Patrick Gush 

Headmaster

OUR MISSION STATEMENT IS...
To equip our children with an academic and social education in a 
Roman Catholic environment that will enable them to achieve their 
full potential.



School History

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School was founded in 1955 

by a group of Catholic businessmen who were keen to instill 

traditional values in young people while also providing strong 

academic foundations. 

Our Head is a member of the Independent Association of 

Preparatory Schools (IAPS), which has strict standards of 

accreditation and regular inspections, as well as the Catholic 

Independent Schools Conference (CISC).  In addition, the 

school holds the prestigious Kitemark of quality from IAPS.  

The school is owned by C.P.S. (Preston) Ltd and is a non-

profit-making charitable trust administered by a board of 

governors. It is a member of the Incorporated Association of 

Preparatory Schools and is recognised by the Department for 

Education (DFE). 
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Nursery

St Pius X Nursery is an integral part of St Pius X Catholic 

Preparatory School. It is a happy, thriving department 

where children are cared for by staff who focus on the 

individual needs and development of every child. 

Situated in beautiful grounds, our nursery unit is very much 

a part of the St Pius family atmosphere and shares all the 

school’s wonderful facilities. It is a gentle learning 

environment, fun and stimulating.  This is what makes it 

unique and outstanding.

We have five light and spacious rooms, with the recent 

addition of our Language Land room. All our rooms are well 

equipped with a variety of learning resources, and offer 

space for exploration, investigation and creativity as well as 

cosy areas to relax and snuggle in. 

All classrooms have free access to the outdoors, where 

children can choose to learn in a natural environment. These 

outdoor classrooms provide challenges and opportunities for 

children to explore, investigate and think critically on a large 

scale, free from the restrictions of indoors. 

The main nursery playground has a soft safety surface where 

children can be physically active, accessing equipment such 

as climbing frames, slides, bikes and scooters. Children learn 

to move with confidence, whilst developing their spatial 

awareness of themselves and others.

Once a week the pre-school children join in collective 

worship sessions with the older children. 

Being on a school site, we benefit from having use of many 

of the school’s facilities such as the large hall/gymnasium, 

the letters and sounds room, the library, interactive 

whiteboards, as well as a purpose-built music suite. 

Specialist teachers provide extra curricular lessons such as 

French, music, ballet, tennis and drama. 

A team of dedicated, highly-qualified and experienced 

practitioners care for children aged from two to four years in 

an environment that is safe, stimulating and challenging, and 

one that enables children to achieve their full potential. 

We currently offer 30 hours free childcare per week for 

eligible two, three and four-year-olds. 

The nursery is open for approximately 38 weeks per year 

from 8.00am to 6.00pm with a breakfast club from 7.30am. 

Early Years Foundation Stage – 
Nursery through to Reception

The Early Years Foundation Stage is a statutory framework 

for children from birth to the age of five, which aims to 

help each child achieve his or her full potential within four 

overarching principles. 

These are:       

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning

and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

• Children learn to be strong and independent through

positive relationships.

• Children learn and develop well in enabling

environments, in which their experiences respond to

their individual needs and there is a strong partnership

between practitioners and parents/carers.

• Children develop and learn in different ways and at

different rates. The framework covers the education and

care of all children in early years’ provision, including

children with special educational needs and disabilities.

The EYFS consists of seven areas of learning and 

development that are all inter-connected, and all early years 

settings are required to base their educational programmes 

on these. 

• Communication and language

• Physical development

• Personal, social and emotional development

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the world

• Expressive arts and design
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Infants (Key Stage 1)

The infant department is a delightful child centred, secure 

environment housed in the original Oak House and new 

Junior Transition Building. Small classes result in individual 

attention and this, in turn, ensures all children understand 

and progress. 

Our reception classes continue their learning through 

the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum and follow 

guidelines for the seven areas of learning. Our children then 

progress to the Key Stage One curriculum.

Our Key Stage 1 curriculum follows on from the Early Years 

Foundation Stage taught in the reception year.  Here, pupils 

will embed learning strategies to develop their individual 

learning styles.

Children continue to be taught by our specialist teachers 

in Physical Education, French and Music, with the addition of 

ICT from Reception onwards. Children are given many 

opportunities to gain confidence in all areas for their future 

development.
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We strive to maximise each child’s potential and focus on 

academic excellence in the junior school in order to deliver 

results that match abilities.   Our classes for English and 

Maths, allow our children to maximise their learning 

through support and extension, whilst our foundation - 

subject based teaching, fosters a desire for knowledge and 

skills which brings depth and understanding to learning. St 

Pius pupils are encouraged to demonstrate independence 

and commitment to their studies. 

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School has provided a gateway 

to a wide range of secondary education, including grammar 

and Senior Independent schools.  With guidance from 

experienced teachers, Year 6 children are prepared and 

entered for selective entrance examinations. 

From their first day at the school to their last, St Pius 

pupils are taught to enjoy and value education. They are 

encouraged to make the most of their strengths and talents 

– lessons that will last a lifetime.

St Pius X children are recognised and known for their

courtesy, manners and confidence.

Juniors (Key Stage 2)



Religious Education

As a Catholic School, religious education is provided within 

the timetable according to the syllabus authorised by the 

Bishop of Lancaster, “The Way, the Truth and the Life”.  

St Pius is a Catholic school and, as such, a Catholic ethos 

pervades all that takes place within our school community.  

Throughout the year we regularly host school masses 

prepared by our children.  Religious services and special 

assemblies are considered an integral part of school life 

and important in the spiritual development of our children.  

Children at St Pius have the opportunity to take part in the 

religious Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation.

St Pius X is proud of its inclusive and vibrant atmosphere.  

The rich blend of cultures and diversity, reflects our local 

communities and makes our school richer and stronger.



Religious Education - 
Aims

In the light of the Mission Statement the School aims to:-

• Begin the process of educating the whole person,

integrating each child’s spiritual, intellectual, moral,

social, cultural, aesthetic and physical development so

that each one achieves his/her full potential and that

fullness of life which God intended:  in this endeavour, to

encourage a real interaction between home and school.

• Pass on knowledge and understanding of the Roman

Catholic Faith, uphold the Church’s teaching and values

and make prayer, worship and liturgy a real experience

and an integral part of school life.

• Be a caring, courteous and disciplined community where

relationships are formed and conducted according to

Christ’s Law of Love.

• Encourage the school as a whole and as part of a wider

community, to contribute to appropriate activities such

as charitable projects, social, sporting and cultural

activities, so that every child becomes more aware of

his/her Christian responsibilities to society.

• Encourage respect and tolerance towards people of all

faiths, races and cultures, whilst consistently promoting

British Values.



Opportunities for 
Excellence - Sport

Physical education plays an essential part in school life and 

all pupils are encouraged to pursue an active and healthy 

lifestyle. We teach the value of sport for all and have a 

wide variety of activities to suit all abilities and interests.  

We offer a wide range of activities including gymnastics, 

dance, cricket, tag rugby, football, netball, rounders, tennis, 

swimming, hockey, skiing and track events, both at school 

and at local sports facilities. 

Fixtures in a range of sports allow our pupils to develop an 

understanding of healthy competition and a sense of fair 

play.  As a result, our teams compete in IAPS and local 

primary school competitions.  Our netball and football 

teams enjoy an annual tour of the North-West, where they 

compete against other preparatory schools.

We teach the children to appreciate success in others while 

recognising the importance of their own individual 

contribution. Everyone has a role to play on sports day and 

all our pupils enjoy the rewards and benefits offered by 

sport and physical activity. 



Opportunities for 
Excellence - Music & Arts

Music plays a central role in school life and from an early age 

pupils participate in a variety of musical events and activities. 

Instrumental lessons, singing, LAMDA, musical theatre and 

dance are also offered ensuring that school plays, concerts 

and performances are packed with talent, opportunity and 

enthusiasm. 

All children attend weekly music lessons from the age of two 

in the state-of-the-art music technology centre.  On leaving 

Year 6, every child is able to competently read music and 

have experience of playing a musical instrument.

Children have opportunities to learn to play an array of 

musical instruments, supported by a team of peripatetic 

tutors, including piano, violin, recorder, flute, clarinet, 

saxophone, drums, trumpet and trombone.

Children at St Pius have a real passion for both art and design 

technology.  Our stunning art room has facilities for ceramics, 

print and, of course, drawing and painting.  In addition to 

timetabled art lessons, there is a flourishing art club, where 

pupils are encouraged to develop creativity. 



Learning Support

At St Pius we have a designated learning support coordinator 

and facility.  Provisions are available for individual and group 

needs and support, with tailored Individual Educational Plans 

(IEP’s at all levels and abilities.

We believe that all pupils are unique and special in their own 

way.  Our policy is to identify the learning styles of each child 

and provide quality education for all pupils.  The key is to 

enable access and progress. The learning support 

department works closely with class teachers to help pupils 

develop suitable strategies to enable them to achieve their 

best. 



Top Class
Children at St Pius are truly ‘TOP CLASS’.  We are extremely proud to announce that we hold the trophy for ‘The Smartest 
Children in Britain’.  Our Year 6 pupils gained the prestigious title when they won the first series of CBBC’s general 
knowledge quiz – Top Class.

We are consistently impressed by the academic successes of our pupils.  They each have a wide range of skills and aptitudes 
and this is reflected in their achievements.  As a non-selective Prep School, we pride ourselves on exceptional progress and 
value added for all our pupils.

Our SATs results at the end of KS1 (Year 2 and KS2 (Year 6 reflect the high standard of teaching and learning in school.  We 
maintain excellent results, year upon year, which compare extremely favourably with national and local results (including 
the schools who are highly selective on entry).

St. Pius National
YEAR 6 SAT RESULTS            Results Results

(2018)          (2018) 

Reading Comprehension  93% 75%

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 90% 78%

Mathematics 93% 76%

Writing  87% 78%

* Percentage of children achieving the National Scaled Score.

Our greatest testimony, is that Senior Schools are continually impressed by the children we send them each year. We are 
proud of our excellent record of Grammar School entry and scholarships to Senior Schools. Our results speak for themselves 
... and so do our children!  

We believe that the transition to secondary school is of upmost importance and selecting the right school for your child is 
key to their academic success.  We are pleased to state that in 2018, 100% of St. Pius children passed their entrance exams 
and now attend the Senior Independent or Grammar school of their choice.



Extra Curricular Activities, 
Holiday Clubs & Residential Trips

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
The curriculum is enriched by visits to museums, theatres, 

art galleries and places of historic interest. Field trips that 

focus on geography, history and environmental science are 

regularly arranged for all year groups.  

These trips play a crucial part in preparing children for the 

years ahead, in school and beyond.  They help demonstrate 

the relevance of their lessons, bringing projects and 

assignments to life, while encouraging an appreciation of the 

environment and the world in which they live. 

WRAP-AROUND CARE
Breakfast Club for our 'early birds' and After School Care for 

late collection provide additional support for busy parents.  

Holiday Club operates in the longer holidays when demand 

or need arises. 

As well as super food and snacks this added care offers a 

wide range of creative, sporting, arts and drama activities 

with popular trips to museums and other places of interest. 

RESIDENTIAL TRIPS
Residential field trips are organised for both year 4 and year 

6 pupils.  For many children, a residential trip is an 

important milestone as it represents the first time away 

from home without their family.  We provide a safe, 

supportive and familiar environment for children to take this 

step towards greater independence. 

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
A wide range of co-curricular opportunities are available for 

all children during term time. A full and extensive range of 

clubs are on offer to all our children.



Community, Charity & 
Parents Society

COMMUNITY & CHARITY
'Outward facing communities are happier and live longer'

By participating in charity events and local activities, the 

children develop an awareness of their responsibilities to 

others.  This extends beyond the local community through the 

active involvement of pupils and staff in overseas projects. 

Fund raising for a school in Nepal and support for worldwide 

charities and conservation projects help instil an understanding 

among pupils of their role in society. 

PARENTS’ SOCIETY
St Pius is very fortunate to have an excellent Parents’ 

Society.  Members are always working hard to plan the next 

fundraiser to support the school. Through their dedication 

they have provided valuable resources and equipment to 

enrich and enhance the children’s learning.

The Parents’ Society organises numerous events such as the 

summer garden party, school discos, movie nights, firework 

displays, summer balls and so much more. All monies 

directly benefit the pupils of the school. Purchases for the 

children have included school minibus', theatre trips, a 

sound system for the hall and resources for playtimes and 

the outdoor area.

The committee is always looking to extend membership and 

warmly welcomes input. All parents and carers of children at 

St Pius are automatically a member and are most welcome. 

The atmosphere is very friendly and meetings are often held 

at school.



We believe that the best advocates of our school are the children, parents, governors and staff, who 
make up the community of St. Pius X Catholic School.  Here is what they think about our school…

“Our children benefit from a caring and nurturing 
environment.  St. Pius is not just a school, it is a community, 

where each individual child is celebrated and developed 
both socially and academically”. 
Miss Buckley (KS1 & 2 Teacher)

“I really enjoyed worship every morning.  It is very 
peaceful, we talk to one another about our feelings 

and pray together.  The sport at St. Pius is awesome.  I 
absolutely love football practice and most of all skiing 

club.  It is an epic school to go to, I love it!”. 
Oliver Bamford (Former Pupil)

“The school is not like an ordinary school, it is like 
a home to every one.  The teachers teach lots of 
fun and exciting subjects and not one is boring!” 

Faris Patel (Former Pupil)

Give Your Child The Very Best Education… 
Right From The Start



“St. Pius is special to me because we are a school of faith.  
I like St. Pius because I have lots of friends there and the 

teachers are kind, generous and loving”. 
Sachal Salman (Former Pupil)

“St Pius school is an oasis of diversity, where all cultures 
are respected and teacher, pupils and parents, respect one 

another.  It is a shining beacon and if the rest of the country 
lived this way, it would be a better place”. 

Mrs Dodding (Parent)

“St Pius is so special because I get to learn and 
every teacher helps everyone.  It is 

wonderful”. Zeest (FormVI) 



Oak House, 200 Garstang Road
Fulwood, Preston PR2 8RD

01772 719 937 / 01772 713 630
FAX 01772 787 535

enquiries@st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk
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A private bus service is available 
for pupils living along the 
route from Lancaster




